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    In his state of the state, Governor Hickenlooper gave special recognition to America's military personnel stating, "We aim to reward veterans for their service by upgrading the state personnel system, and expanding their ability to use preference points when seeking employment." Hickenlooper acknowledged Major Isaac Martinez and his wife, Michelle in attendance, and said Major Martinez "is returning to a state that honors our men and women in uniform, supports their families and offers practical and useful assistance as they re-enter civilian life," and asked every community and employer in the state to embrace returning service members. 
   The Hickenlooper administration will pursue legislation this session that "will make it easier for military spouses to use their licenses and credentials and work in Colorado if they are already licensed in another state." More on that legislation in a later edition.  
   During Hickenlooper's tenure as Mayor of Denver, his program to end homelessness received nationwide acclaim for its success, and he said Colorado must continue efforts to end homelessness in Colorado -- "Ensuring that all Coloradans have a place to call home is not only the right thing to do, it also impacts the health of our communities." 
   Hickenlooper is known for his unique ability to bring people together, and told the General Assembly, ". . . we must also do an even better job of listening to and engaging the people of Colorado." Toward that goal, the Governor announced a new privately funded and non-partisan process of civil engagement called "TBD Colorado" -- it's to be determined. TBD Colorado will be about listening to Coloradans, inviting them to share their vision and priorities for Colorado, rather than imposing top-down, government-driven solutions. The importance of entrepreneurship innate in so many Coloradans means all have the capacity to contribute to our communities and "to make Colorado the best state in the nation," according to Hickenlooper. 
   The Governor's parting message to legislators was this:  Imagine if Colorado could somehow, through hard work and entrepreneurial will be a place where people are able to resolve their conflicts with successful compromise -- a model for all America.  Hickenlooper relates a statement made to him after a speech to Western Union executives by a young man from Indonesia, "The world is waiting for America to lead again."  "I believe that Colorado, by striving to be the healthiest state, the most entrepreneurial state, the greatest state, might better help this country, and, perhaps in some admittedly small way, help move the world forward."
The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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